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Sanitation Study Sanitizing Procedures  
(What we did in Franklin) 

 
1. The sanitizing solution should be mixed at a ratio of ½ pound Calcium Hypochlorite to 

100 gallons of water. Gives you approximately 500ppm. EPA recommended dosage is 
600ppm. 

2. Clamp off each line at the bottom end.  C clamps work, electrical box clamp connectors, 
the ones with the big hole work well and are cheap. If using electrical connector clamps 
use a second small piece on top of the tube to fill the space (photo attached)  

3. An alternative is to use a pair of smooth jawed vice grips (needle nose grips with a piece 
of 5/16 inch tubing over the jaws works just fine) to clamp off the flow below each tap 
and then install clamp at the end.  

4. Either use a garden backpack sprayer or if you have access, a tank on a truck or 4- 
wheeler to feed the sanitizing solution into the lines.  5/16 tubing fits snugly over a 
maple spout. 

5. With the solution feeding into the first spout, either by gravity or through a diaphragm 
pump, open the next spout on the line and let it squirt out until you can smell the 
chlorine. (By the way, old clothes are preferable for this job.) Place the spout tightly on 
the T peg or in the receptacle pocket.  

6. Work down the line from spout to spout until the last spout in the line.   After the last 
spout, walk on down to the clamp and loosen it (take it off) to allow the rest of the line 
to fill with sanitizing solution, and flush out the gunk.  Clamp it off, turn off the flow into 
the line, and repeat with the next line. 

7. If you have a mainline, fill it with sanitizing solution after all lines are filled and clamped. 
Clamp on the saddle loop by folding the tube on itself and inserting in the clamp. 

 
The sanitizing solution stays in the lines all summer and is flushed in the fall before the start of 
the maple season.  

 
 


