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A common pattern around the world is that biodiversity 
hotspots are located in countries with low development 
indices. Bolivia is one of those places. Bolivia, one of the 
poorest nations in the Western Hemisphere, lays claim to 
the most biodiverse National Park in the world; Madidi 
National Park. On this Residential Course, we will travel 
through spectacular scenery visiting shrinking glaciers, gold 
mining, slash and burn agriculture, deforestation and 
mechanized agriculture. Some of the challenges facing the 
Bolivian Amazon of today. The trip will  include a Scale 
Squared center that trains students from around the world 
in successful agroforestry systems as well as a 
world-pioneer cacao central cooperative producing organic 
and fair trade chocolate. 
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